
REPORTER

“The City of Bonney Lake’s mission is to protect the community’s livable identity and scenic beauty through responsible 
growth planning and by providing accountable, accessible and efficient local government services.”

WEBSITE: WWW.CI.BONNEY-LAKE.WA.US

General Business Hours 8:30 am - 5:00 pm 

City Mailing Address P.O. Box 7380 
Bonney Lake, WA 98391 

Phone (253) 862-8602 

Fax (253) 862-8538 

City Hall 19306 Bonney Lake Blvd.

City Hall Annex 8720 Main Street E

Public Safety Building 18421 Sumner-Buckley Hwy E. 

Justice Center 9002 Main Street E

Senior Center 19304 Bonney Lake Blvd. 

•	Like most other state and local governments, the City of 
Bonney Lake is facing a variety of financial challenges as 
construction lags, property values decrease and retail sales 
remain weak. The 2012 City budget will be less than 2011. 
The City will be able to maintain most service levels and 
undertake some capital improvements.  

•	The Cascade Water Alliance held a Lake Tapps centennial 
celebration at the old White River Project Powerhouse 
Saturday Oct. 1st. Dozens of people came to tour the facility 
and take part in the celebration. The tour featured a look at 
the hydro electric generating facility as well as a scale model 
showing the path of water from Mount Rainier to Mud 
Mountain Dam to the flumes to Lake Tapps and down to the 
Powerhouse on East Valley Road in Sumner. CWA has also 
offered part of the facility available to the Greater Bonney 
Lake Historical Society for a museum. 

•	The City police department participated in the EPFR Open 
House on Saturday. CSOs Flaherty and Yanez did a great job 
organizing the event from the PD end. Sgt. Keller, Officer 
Alfano, Green, Wolschleger, and Kiblinger, Reserve Officer 
Harberts and CSO Miller were there to support our MSU, 
Bikes, SWAT, Citizens Academy, Crime Prevention and ID 
a Kid programs. Special thanks to the PD’s great volunteers: 
Eliazar Cardenas was McGruff, Michille McCloskey and 
Emily Holznagel worked the 911 simulator and Crime 
Prevention/Citizens Academy booth. 

•	Free family workshops: One: The Incredible Years - A 
Parenting Series for Parents of Children Ages 1-3 Years: 
Mondays, October 3 - November 28, 5:30 -8:00 p.m.; 
Liberty Ridge Elementary School, 12202 209th Ave Ct 
E - includes free dinner & childcare. To register: call Klara 
at 253-845-9177 x 112 or Leah at 360-829-5883. This is a 
collaborative effort of the Council for Children and Families, 
Sumner and White River School Districts, Good Samaritan 
Community Services, the Family Support Partnership, 
and Readiness to Learn. Two: Strengthening Families. 
Tuesdays, October 4 through November 8, 5:30 - 8:00 
p.m., Emerald Hills Elementary School, 19515 S Tapps 
Dr E, Bonney Lake. Includes free dinner & childcare. To 
register, call the Puyallup Family Support Center at 253-
845-9177. Sponsored by the Pierce County Community 
Connections Department – Chemical Dependency Division; 
Sumner School District – STARR Project; Emerald Hills 
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Sumner-Buckley Highway East, known to 
old timers as simply Old Buckley Highway, 

originates in Bonney Lake. It has never been a part 
of the City of Sumner, and is not a part of the City 
of Buckley. As Sumner-Buckley Highway enters 
Buckley the name was long ago changed to Mason 
Avenue. So we had a road (it really never has been 
a highway in transportation terms) that started in 
Bonney Lake and ended in unincorporated Pierce 
County. Bonney Lake, which is now larger than 
both Sumner and Buckley combined, was never 
mentioned as part of the road – almost as if Bonney 
Lake never existed – just a way to get from Sumner 
up the hill to Buckley. But times have changed and 
perpetuating a false history doesn’t make sense. 
Sumner-Buckley Highway East is no longer relevant 
because the highway to get from Sumner to Buckley 
has long been replaced by SR 410. The Bonney Lake 

City Council is considering renaming Sumner-
Buckley Highway not only to remedy past historical 
oversights, but as a means to honor veterans for their 
dedication and loyal service to our country. A new 
street name will be a reminder to the public of the 
daily sacrifice of the men and women in military 
uniform who have sacrifices so that we remain a free 
nation. The Bonney Lake City Council wants to 
add to Bonney Lake’s local identity and build public 
support for a Veterans Memorial. The Council would 
give the 26 businesses and residents which live along 
the road plenty of time to use up their letterhead, 
advertising, etc. before making the change official. 
There are no business signs using the name currently. 
It is likely the City would include a historical Old 
Sumner-Buckley Highway sign or marker along with 
the new street name sign, similar to the Old Naches 
Trail signs that can be found along the road now. 

WHY RENAME SUMNER-BUCKLEY HIGHWAY?

October is Domestic Violence Awareness 
Month. Councilmember Laurie Carter drafted 

a proclamation made by Mayor Neil Johnson at 
the October 11th city council meeting. Domestic 
violence affects individuals in our community 
regardless of gender, age, economic status, race, 
religion, nationality or educational background. 
Domestic violence follows a pattern of assault that 
deprives the abused of their dignity, safety, security, 
and freedom; and children who grow up in violent 

homes see, hear and feel the abuse and neglect and 
frequently grownup to become abusers or the abused. 
The City of Bonney Lake has been proactive in its 
public outreach efforts to stop the spread of domestic 
violence. Domestic Violence Awareness Month is a 
time to reflect on the responsibilities of communities 
and citizens to build healthy, thriving families free 
from the threat of violence. The City encourages all 
citizens to stand against domestic violence in our 
community. 

DOMESTIC VIOLENCE AWARENESS MONTH

The 2011 Beautify Bonney Lake (BBL) project 
again made a big difference in the appearance 

of the community. On Saturday September 17th 
hundreds of local volunteers put in over 1,500 hours 
of labor on 22 different beautification projects around 
the community. A good number of the workers were 
various youth teams and organizations from BLHS. 
Thanks to BBL and to all those who participated. 
More information about BBL can be found on the 
BBL website at beautifybonneylake.org. Make a note 
to join us next year on Saturday September 15th 
from 9am to Noon for the 2012 annual event. 

BBL MAKES A DIFFERENCE



CITY HALL LOBBY TURNED 
INTO ART GALLERY
	 The City Hall lobby is now home to a gallery 
of photos courtesy of Rainier Hills Photography 
Club. Each month club members select winning 
photos based on a specific theme. This month’s 
photo display is ‘Water’ – stop by City Hall to 
check out the beautiful images! 

REMEMBER TO VOTE 
	 Whether on election day or by 
mail. On the ballot will be a Bonney 
Lake City Council race, a Pierce 
County proposed sales and use tax 
for improvements to pierce county’s 
9-1-1 emergency communication 
system, and several state initiatives. Ballots can be 
returned by mail or deposited at the ballot collection 
box at the Bonney Lake Park and Ride lot. 

MAYOR & CITY COUNCIL MEMBERS

Neil Johnson
Mayor

(253) 261-5181
neiljohnsonjr@comcast.net

Dan Decker
Councilmember

(253) 297-6485
deckerd@citybonneylake.org 

Laurie Carter
Councilmember 

(253) 862-5581
lcarterward3@hotmail.com

Randy McKibbin
Councilmember 

(253) 241-0472
mckibbinr@ci.bonney-lake.wa.us

Jim Rackley
Councilmember 

(253) 862-5326
rackleyj@citybonneylake.org

Donn Lewis
Councilmember 

(253) 826-5431
lewisd@ci.bonney-lake.wa.us

Mark Hamilton
Councilmember 

(253) 863-6275
markhamilton2009@gmail.com

Dan Swatman
Deputy Mayor

(253) 447-4269
danswatman@gmail.com

P A I D  A D V E R T I S E M E N T

Council, Board or Commission Meeting Time Meeting Place

City Council Workshop 5:30 pm - 1st & 3rd Tuesdays Justice Center, 9002 Main Street East

City Council Meeting 7:00 pm - 2nd & 4th Tuesdays Justice Center, 9002 Main Street East

Council Finance Committee 5:30 pm - 2nd & 4th Tuesdays Justice Center, 9002 Main Street East

Community Development Committee 4:00 pm - 1st & 3rd Tuesdays Justice Center, 9002 Main Street East

Public Safety Committee 5:00 pm - 1st Monday; 3rd as needed Public Safety Building, 18421 Sumner-Buckley Hwy. E.

Planning Commission 5:30 pm - 1st & 3rd Wednesday Justice Center, 9002 Main Street East

Park Board 6:00 pm - 2nd Monday Justice Center, 9002 Main Street East

Design Commission 6:00 pm - 2nd & 4th Thursdays Justice Center, 9002 Main Street East

Civil Service Commission 5:30 pm - 4th Monday City Hall Conference Room

	 Through a combination of grants and local funds, a 
number of sidewalk construction projects are underway, 
with some continuing into next year:

1.	 80th Street E and 82nd Street E. This project was 
recently completed. The project included installing 
Sidewalk Improvements, minor road widening and 
storm drainage improvements for the existing 80th 
Street E and 82nd 
Street in conjunction 
with the renovations 
currently underway 
at the Bonney Lake 
Elementary School; 
additionally the City 
installed 15 parking 
stalls at the Viking 
Dog Park as well as 
upgrading an exist-
ing waterline and 
service connections. 

2.	 SR410 Sidewalks- 
198th Ave East to 
208th Ave East. This 
project is currently 
underway. This has 
caused some delays 
to SR410 traffic, as 
travel in the project 
area has been reduced 
to one lane. The project includes installing curb, 
gutter, storm drainage system and a 10-foot wide 
Sidewalk with a (5-foot wide) Bicycle Lane along 
the north side of SR 410 from 198th Avenue East to 
approximately 440-feet west of 208th Avenue East 
for an approximate project length of 2,800 LF. 

3.	 West Tapps Sidewalk and Watermain Improve-
ments. The design phase of this project was recently 
awarded. Construction is slated for later this Fall. 
This sidewalk link will be added in conjunction 
with approximately 1,400 feet of new watermain to 
replace a line that has a history of leakage.

4.	 97th Street & 208th Ave E. Design continues on 

sidewalk, watermain, and sewer line improvements. 
This project is expected to be constructed in 2012. 
This project will install a pedestrian “missing link” 
connection from SR 410 to Cedarview Park, while 
also replacing substandard watermains. Because of 
the extensive tear up of the street, a complete street 
pavement restoration will be included. 

BONNEY LAKE SIDEWALK PROJECTS UPDATE

Elementary; Good Samaritan Community Services; 
the Family Support Partnership; and Readiness to 
Learn. 

•	During the past few weeks, your City Council has 
taken a number of actions, including:

•	–Approved an agreement with the Cascade Water	
	 Alliance for sidewalk right-of-way dedication for	
	 an expansion of the picnic dike at Allan Yorke	
	 Park. 

•	–Approved a new cable television franchise	
	 agreement with Comcast.

•	–Approved an agreement with RH-2 Engineering	
	 for construction services of the Prairie Ridge	
	 booster pump station and intertie project. 

•	–Designated The Bonney Lake-Sumner Courier	
	 Herald as the city’s official newspaper of record	
	 for 2011-2012. 

•	–Authorized an agreement with CGI	
	 Communications, Inc. for a free Community	
	 Video Tourbook sponsored by the National	
	 League of Cities. 
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